
     FIRE UPDATE 
FOSSIL COMPLEX 
Morning Update:  
September 15, 2024 

5311-(541) 903  

Social Media and Information Links: 
https://linktr.ee/ODFTeam2 
 

 

 

Good Progress and Effective Night Work on the Service Fire 

SPRAY, Ore. – Overnight crews were able to continue good work 
around the fire perimeter. Tactical burning operations during the late 
afternoon removed small pockets of fuel near indirect lines.  
Firefighters also capitalized on reduced fire behavior overnight to 
secure lines. 
 
Today, chipping operations will continue along ORE 19 and the 
northern edge of the fire, with mop up progressing deeper into the 
fire’s northeast edge. Lines are being reinforced along the eastern and 
southern edges of the fire, and once hose lays and water systems are 
in place, mop up will be enhanced.  
 
Stumps, snags and roots continue to burn, and crews will use caution 
around the fire footprint because trees and debris may be unstable.   
 
Mostly cloudy weather is expected today with sprinkles in the morning 
and scattered showers in the afternoon. Temperatures will range from 
53-63 degrees, with humidity being higher around 47-52%. Scattered 
thunderstorms are forecast in the region and outflow winds could 
impact the fire area despite the storms being seventy miles away.  
 
Videos: Recordings of the Daily Operations Updates and other stories 
are available at: https://www.youtube.com/@FossilComplex.  
 
Evacuation: Level 3 evacuations remain inside the perimeter of the 
Service Fire.  For the most recent evacuation levels please go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/WheelerCountySheriffsOffice/ 
 
The Two Cabin, Holmes, Kinzua and Canyon Fires are all in patrol 
status.   

# # # 

FIRE AT A GLANCE 
 
Fossil Complex 
Total Size:  24,431acres           

Two Cabin-253 acres 
Canyon-192 acres 
Kinzua-96 acres 
Holmes-15 acres 
Service- 23,875  

 
Containment:  8%  
Cause:  Lightning 
Current Cost: $16.2 M 
 
All Resources  
Hand Crews: 41 
Engines: 59 
Water Tender: 12 
Dozers:  21 
Skidders: 7 
Skidgen: 4 
Excavator: 2 
Masticator: 3 
Feller Buncher: 4 
Total Resources: 1,294 
 
Aerial Resources 
Type 1: 5 
Type 2: 8 
Type 3: 4 
UAS  3: 1 
 
Evacuations:  
Level 3: 11 addresses 
https://www.facebook.com/W
heelerCountySheriffsOffice/ 
 

Helpful Links 

 
 
ODF Incident Commander: 

Matt Howard 
Incident Management Team 2 
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