
       
 

   
 

Durkee, Cow Valley, and Bonita Fires Update for Monday, July 22, 2024 
541-208-4371, staffed 7AM to 7PM PDT 

2024.durkee@firenet.gov 
 

DURKEE FIRE: Start date: July 17, 2024 | Location: 5 miles southwest of Durkee, OR | Personnel: 
565 | Fire size: 173,759 acres | Cause: Lightning | Containment: 0% 

Yesterday was another extremely active fire day.  Winds from nearby thunderstorms started around 6 
pm causing 50 mph out flow winds on the eastern section of the fire.  

The fire pushed east between Rye Valley and Lockett Road toward I-84 causing additional 
evacuations. A link to current information road closure information is below.  

Firefighters completed strategic firing operations from Bridgeport to Malheur Reservoir in partnership 
with resources from RFPAs (Rangeland Fire Protection Associations), Vale BLM (Bureau of Land 
Management), Rural Valley, OSFM (Oregon State Fire Marshal), and ODF (Oregon Department of 
Forestry.  

Today, firefighters are working on connecting firelines into Deer Creek in the north. The Durkee Fire 
has burned into two past fire scars which will support personnel in their work by slowing fire spread 
and giving firefighters more time to connect firelines and conduct firing operations from. Aviation will 
continue to be an asset to crews by dropping water and retardant. 

Critical burn environments continue across the Pacific Northwest causing an extreme potential for 
continued ignition.   

COW VALLEY FIRE:  Start date: July 11, 2024 | Location: 9 miles east of Ironside, OR | Personnel: 
13 | Fire size: 133,490 acres | Cause: Human caused |Containment: 78% 

Cow Valley has not showed any signs of heat or spread and is staying within its footprint even 
through windy conditions.  

BONITA FIRE: Start date: July 11, 2024 | Location: 9 miles south east of Ironside, OR | Personnel: 0 | 
Fire size: 2,727 acres | Cause: Human caused |Containment: 90% 

Minimal fire behavior has been observed due to suppression efforts, containment features and fuel 
consumption.  

INVESTIGATION: Reward Offered for Information Relating to Wildfires in Malheur Reservoir Area 
VALE, Ore. – Fire investigators and law enforcement officials are requesting the public’s assistance in 
the investigation of the Cow Valley, Bonita and other small wildfires in the Malheur Reservoir area. 
These fires all began in the early morning hours of July 11, between approximately 1 and 5 a.m. They 
are believed to be human caused and of a suspicious nature. A monetary reward is being offered for 
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information leading to the identification of individual(s) responsible. Anyone with information about 
any of these incidents should call We Tip Anonymous at 1-800-47-ARSON, online at wetip.com 

WEATHER AND SMOKE: There is a Red Flag warning for lightning again today.  The thunderstorms 
will bring outflow winds again starting late afternoon and could cause gusts up to 55 mph from any 
direction.  For current smoke information, visit airfire.org  

EVACUATIONS AND CLOSURES: The Malheur County Sheriff’s has issued evacuations for the area 
around Durkee Fire. check for updates on the Malheur County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page. The 
Baker County Sheriff’s Office has issued evacuations for the area around Durkee Fire. Visit the Baker 
County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page for more information. Baker County Sheriff's Office has closed 
Burnt River Canyon Road to non-local, non-emergency traffic due to the Durkee Fire.  

I-84 and other Highways: Please go to tripcheck.com for current road closures as the situation is 
dynamic and subject to change. 

BURN BAN: A burn ban is currently in effect for all of Malheur County, including all BLM lands.  For 
more information, visit https://www.malheurco.org/category/public-notices/.  

TEMPORARY FLIGHT RESTRICTION: There is a temporary flight restriction over the Durkee Fire, 
please remember, if you fly we can’t! 

 
Cow Valley Fire Incident Website 
Durkee Fire Incident Website 
Durkee and Cow Valley Facebook Page 
 
 

https://www.wetip.com/submit-a-crime-tip/
https://business.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0YcAAPPxkRwtdrgxTw5MDdPFSmNmHXPjVYZGxfGg8RNYkgy5jVs4eZVP96U75PbHrl&id=61562017027302&comment_id=453337777615105&reply_comment_id=1162750671724953&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZViGMJ42MaBva94JCxsYfZhb56cM6AmW6z-gZ5jB5mDiRYpPx1rfo5220uQwFgesxErSBMu3ahoLfHnmsDG9YMrDepJS5CRJahBe9E9FU1iz-W_7lBd1DSfjd8zara-oHJgDCCdVD_m28PRWHmSaAV0aPoSRaYk9xz6eZO4ZWH5wQ&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069245917855
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064434892363
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064434892363
https://tripcheck.com/
https://www.malheurco.org/category/public-notices/
https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/orvad-cow-valley-fire
https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/orvad-durkee-fire
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562017027302

