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Pioneer Fire Update for Wednesday, June 26, 2024

509-210-2926, staffed 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
2024.pioneer@firenet.gov

Start date: June 8, 2024 | Location: 31 miles northwest of Chelan, WA Air assets: 9 aircraft

Fire size: 4,634 acres Cause: Human caused, under investigation Total personnel: 529

The Pioneer Fire is burning in the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness Area on the Chelan Ranger District of the
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest and on private land 31 miles northwest of Chelan. The communities of
Stehekin, Chelan, and Manson are open and continue to welcome visitors.

The Pioneer Fire is a full suppression fire. Fire managers are using strategies and tactics with the highest
likelihood of success, while mitigating risks to responders and the public. Extreme terrain prevents direct attack
especially on the east edge of the fire. Indirect lines are being identified and established that reduce risk to
responders while protecting private and federal infrastructure and recreational and environmental resources.

Near Stehekin, crews wrapped a bridge with protective sheeting. Firefighters are working north toward
Rainbow Falls opening fire lines constructed in previous incidents, connected to the road. They are also laying
hoses near cabins.

At the north edge of the fire near Meadow Creek, crews continue working to protect cabins and recreation
assets. They are removing brush near structures and maintaining pumps and sprinklers. At the south edge of
the fire near Prince Creek, a hotshot crew is protecting structures and actively monitoring fire spread.

Crews near Nelson Butte are re-opening old fire lines that will connect to the lake, near Safety Harbor. Crews
are also finishing improvements on the Coyote Ridge fireline as a contingency.

Crews and air resources from the Pioneer Fire quickly responded to a new, small fire at Grand Harbor
Campground. They contained it yesterday and will continue to monitor and mop it up today. It is dry early in the
season this year; please take extra care to fully extinguish any campfires.

The air quality outlook is at https://bit.ly/PioneerFireSmoke. Learn more about smoke at smokeready.orqg.

WEATHER: A strong cold front is on track to come through this afternoon. Expect gusty winds up to 25 mph
along the lakeshore and 35 mph on ridgetops. The cold front will bring a moving line of showers and
thunderstorms across the whole lake, producing moderate to heavy rainfall. The expected rainfall will not be
sufficient to extinguish the fire but should slow fire spread and limit fire activity today.

EVACUATIONS: Evacuation levels are unchanged since June 16th. Visit https://t.ly/QoH9w for updates.

Incident Commander Nate LeFevre
Complex Incident Management Team NW 7
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