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Date Reported: June 24, 2023 

Cause: Under Investigation 

Size: 3,230 acres 

Containment: 37% 

Total Personnel: 532 

Location: Southwest of Parachute, CO 

Current Situation: Rocky Mountain Complex Incident Management Team Two took advantage of ideal conditions 
yesterday to continue with the carefully planned ignitions which have been very successful over the past few days. 

 
Aerial ignitions inside the holding lines deprive the fire of fuel and limit the opportunity for the fire growth outside the 
established holding line. Instead of burning one large area as is often done as a containment strategy, the team identified 
small segments to burn and strategically planned the best sequence of these units to get the most effective results. These 
decisions are based on predicted weather, prevailing winds, terrain, vegetation type, fuel moisture, and fire behavior 
modeling. 

 
Yesterday, both an Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) and a helicopter were used to dispense the spheres used during aerial 
ignitions. A UAS can only carry a limited number of plastic spheres before it needs to return and reload whereas a 
helicopter can carry a much greater supply. However, there are heightened safety concerns when a helicopter is used 
because of increased exposure and risk to the personnel on board. Because of the complexity of the operation, fire managers 
decided to alternately use the UAS and helicopter to provide the greatest safety measures . 

 
After several days of ignitions, firefighters will focus on holding the perimeter today. Part of the strategy is allowing some 
of the remaining fire to continue to creep through the interior and finish consuming ground fuels. Securing the edge of the 
fire is an arduous task. While the long, hot days increase the physical challenge of fighting fire, the firefighters’ persistent 
efforts will slowly add more containment. 
 

Spring Creek Road and High Mesa Road are open to local traffic only. Please avoid these areas if possible and drive with 
caution because of increased fire traffic on the roadway. 
 
Weather & Smoke Information: Clear skies, high temperatures, and low humidity are predicted for the next several days. 
Winds will be close to 20 mph. A strong inversion will again develop overnight and burn off as the day warms. Near critical 
fire weather continues in the region with a Red Flag Warning for today. Please remain attentive to preventing any new fire 

starts. 
 
Closures: Bureau of Land Management Colorado River Valley Field Office and US Forest Service White River National 
Forest have public land closure orders in place for the safety of public and firefighters.  
Visit BLM Colorado River Valley Field Office and U.S. Forest Service – White River for closure orders. 
 

Evacuations: There are no evacuations at this time. Residents are encouraged to register with Garfield County's emergency 
notification system at: Garfield County Emergency Communications Authority (garco911.com). All evacuation orders will 
be conducted through the Sheriff's office. Call recorded message line at 970-981-3401 for current evacuation information. 
 
Temporary Flight Restrictions: There is a TFR (FDC 3/0215) in place for air space over the Spring Creek Fire to reduce 
impacts to fire aviation operators. Fire aviation response is halted or delayed if an unauthorized aircraft enters the 

TFR. Temporary flight restrictions also apply to unmanned aircraft system (UAS) or drones. If you fly, we can’t! 

 

Fire Information Phoneline: (970) 414-1772 Time: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Media inquiries: (970) 414-1665 Time: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Facebook: Spring Creek Fire 2023 Email: 2023.springcreek@firenet.gov InciWeb: Spring Creek Fire Information 

http://www.blm.gov/office/colorado-river-valley-field-office
https://www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver
http://www.garco911.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SpringCreekFire2023/
mailto:2023.springcreek@firenet.gov
https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/cowrf-spring-creek-fire

