
                                                                                           
 

 

Road closures still in place at Rum Creek Fire 
MERLIN, Ore. – While evacuation levels have been reduced near the Rum Creek Fire, road closures are still in place. Only 
residents (must show proof of residency) are allowed past the roadblocks.  

The public is reminded not to drive past or around road closures, as this creates a hazard for firefighters and residents 
trying to return home. There are reports of people driving at excessive speeds, not paying attention to the road or traffic, 
or taking their half of the road out of the middle. Traffic congestion interferes with movement of fire equipment and 
personnel working on the fire, and may impede the response to a flare-up. If you do not need to be in the fire area, 
please stay out. 

Burned areas are hazardous for people to enter. Dead and green burned trees can fall, often without warning. Burned 
areas that have not been cooled may have smoldering stump holes and deep pockets of hot ashes. Stepping into these can 
cause serious injury. Even with extensive training, firefighters are killed or injured by these fire hazards every year. 

The Red Flag Warning and Heat Advisory issued by the National Weather Service extend into this evening. Friday night’s 
very dry, warm conditions were described by Fire Behavior Analyst Nate Perrine as, “like day shift for fire activity, but 
dark.” Relative humidity levels will be critically low again today, below 10% in some areas. Wind gusts up to 18 mph from 
the southeast are expected at Rum Creek Fire, along with high temperatures around 100 degrees.  

Despite the critical fire weather Friday, the Rum Creek Fire stayed within its footprint with no acreage gain. One interior 
flare-up was suppressed using water drops from helicopters to ensure fire did not threaten the containment line. On most 
of the fire, personnel took advantage of the increased fire behavior to continue mop up near the fire’s edges. Containment 
has increased to 55%.  

A group of firefighters is staying in a temporary camp near the northwest edge of the fire, to avoid the long transportation 
time into this remote area. This allows firefighters to easily monitor and work on the fire overnight and during the day. 
With winds from the southeast in the forecast, having eyes on this area is critical to keeping fire within containment lines. 

After today, fire weather is expected to abate, with cooler temperatures and higher relative humidity. After the extensive 
dry spell, fuels remain dry and the potential for new fire starts will stay high. Any new fire is expected to spread rapidly. 
Resources from the Rum Creek Fire are available to help with initial attack on new fire starts nearby. 

The unmanned aerial system (UAS) has been reassigned to a fire with greater need for its special functions. On the Rum 
Creek Fire, the UAS assisted with aerial reconnaissance, infrared mapping, and tactical ignitions. 

Evacuations: Evacuation orders and notifications have not changed.  An interactive map showing evacuation levels 
according to address can be found at //JosephineCounty.gov/FireMap. For the most current evacuation information and 
resources, go to Josephine County Incident Information (rvem.org).  

Road control: Josephine County Sheriff’s Office has established traffic access points around the fire zone. Road blocks are 
located at Galice Road near Crow Road; Galice Store; Bear Camp Road at Peavine (top intersection); Lower Grave Creek 
Road at Angora Creek (Grays Ranch); Quartz Creek Road about 3 miles up (end of County maintenance); Dutch Henry Road 
near Kelsey Creek (42 44'56.2/123 40'35.4); and Hog Creek at Galice Road. Only residents (must show proof of residency) 
and permitted users will be allowed through. 

River status: The Wild section of the Rogue River below Grave Creek will remain open unless fire conditions warrant 
closure. River status is determined on a day-to-day basis. Please call 541-471-6535 for more information regarding Rogue 
River permits. No new boating permits will be issued at this time. 

Fire size: 21,347 acres Structures lost: 2 homes, 6 others Containment: 55% 

Resources assigned: 1,042 Fire information: 541-625-0849 https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/8348/  

Evacuations: https://tinyurl.com/JOCOEvacMap  https://www.facebook.com/rumcreekfire2022  
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