
 
 
 
 
   

 

Incident Commanders Joe Hessel, ODF Team 1 · Brian Gales, NW13 · Scott Magers, OFSM Blue Team 
 

  

Fire growth continues on the Rum Creek Fire 
MERLIN, Ore. – Firefighting resources are surging to new areas to address locations where the fire crossed lines on 
the eastern edge of the fire. Fire will remain active overnight due to warm temperatures, low humidity and very 
dry fuels. 

“This is rough country,” said Joe Hessel, incident commander for Oregon Department of Forestry Team 1. “Every 
foot, every chain, every mile of line we complete is a big deal.” 

Structural protection continues in residential areas threatened by fire, with firefighters assessing homes, wrapping 
structures and installing sprinklers, clearing flammable material from roofs and gutters, on and around decks and 
areas against homes.  

The fire has not crossed the Rogue River north of Grave Creek. On the east side of the fire, fire is established in 
McKnabe Creek. 

Crews spent the day reconfiguring containment lines where fire crossed lines near McKnabe Creek, using a 
combination of direct and indirect attack.  

Heavy smoke prevented aviation support on the east side of the fire. Skies were clearer on the west side, where 
multiple retardant drops were made to reinforce containment lines. 

To the south and east, residents may see crews building contingency line around Brimstone Road, Quartz Creek 
and Hog Creek. “If the fire’s going to go that way, we want to be prepared,” said John Flannigan, ODF operations 
chief. 

Incident objectives: Keep the fire south of the Rogue River at Grave Creek; west of Hog Creek and Quartz Creek; 
north of Galice Road and Bear Camp Road; and east of the Big Windy Fire. 

Evacuations: At noon Wednesday, Aug 31, Josephine County Sheriff’s Office issued a Level 1 – Be Ready 
notification the area North of Copper Queen Road and 2000 Block of Dog Creek Road. South of Rattlesnake Road, 
and Tunnel Creek. East of Brimstone Road, Lower Grave Creek Road, and Joe Count West of I-5. All other 
evacuation orders and notifications remain in place. An interactive map showing evacuation levels according to 
address can be found at //JosephineCounty.gov/FireMap. For the most current evacuation information and 
resources, go to Josephine County Incident Information (rvem.org).  

River status: The Wild section of the Rogue River below Grave Creek will remain open unless fire conditions 
warrant closure. River status is determined on a day-to-day basis. River status will be updated daily on the Rum 
Creek Fire Facebook page and at https://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/rogue/rogue_river.php. Please call 
541-474-6535 for more information regarding Rogue River permits. No new boating permits will be issued until fire 
closures are lifted.  

Road control: Josephine County Sheriff’s Office has established traffic access points around the fire zone. Only 
residents (must show proof of residency) and river permit holders will be allowed through. Road blocks will be 
located at Galice Road near Crow Road; Galice Store; Bear Camp Road at Peavine (top intersection); Lower Grave 
Creek Road at Angora Creek (Grays Ranch); Quartz Creek Road about 3 miles up (end of County maintenance); 
Dutch Henry Road near Kelsey Creek (42 44'56.2/123 40'35.4); and Hog Creek at Galice Road. National Guard will 
be staffing the roadblocks.  

Fire size: 14,940 acres Structures lost: 1 home, 2 other https://www.facebook.com/rumcreekfire2022  

Resources assigned: 1,842 Fire information: 541-414-3278  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/8348/  
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