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Windy Fire Information – September 23, 2021 
  
Hand Crews:  41 Water Tenders:  19 Helicopters:  13 Engines: 102 
 Bulldozers:          33 Injuries:        0 Total Personnel:  1474 
 Structures Threatened: Residential:  1750 Commercial:  75 
 Structures Damaged: Residential:  0 Commercial:  0 
 Structures Destroyed:   Residential:  0 Commercial:  2 

 
The Windy Fire is 43,745 acres with 6% containment. The fire is burning on the Tule River Indian 
Reservation and in the Sequoia National Forest, including the Giant Sequoia National Monument. The inversion 
layer lifted and paired with increased winds, which intensified fire activity and expansion on all fronts. Crews 
are in place in the threatened communities with structure protection as their top priority.    
 
The fire has impacted several giant sequoia groves. Yesterday, a resource advisor with fire effects experience on 
giant sequoias from Yosemite National Park visited the Trail of 100 Giants to assess the giant sequoia trees 
affected by the fire. The expert will continue to evaluate the condition of the trees. 
 
A new mandatory evacuation order has been given for Camp Nelson and surrounding communities. Existing 
evacuation orders remain in place. No privately owned structures have been damaged or lost in Camp Nelson, 
Ponderosa, and the Tule River Indian Reservation. However, the Sequoia National Forest did lose the Mule 
Peak Lookout and the associated radio repeater.  They were destroyed in the early stages of the fire under 
extreme burning conditions and strong winds, despite being wrapped with fire-resistant material. 
 
The fire expanded on all fronts yesterday before settling in overnight. The fire is trying to back down toward 
Camp Nelson, now under a mandatory evacuation order. Firefighting crews are working hard to secure this 
area, expecting to be aided by the road system, the burn scar of the 2020 Castle Fire, and Coy Flats. In the 
south, the fire crossed the 50 Road with spot fires to the southwest. Grass and brush should slow fire spread to 
the east, allowing firefighters to make a direct attack. Fire moved towards Redwood Corral before getting hung 
up on the road system. Redwood Corral and the Parker Peak Sequoia Grove on the Tule River Indian 
Reservation remain priorities at the western edge of the fire.   
 
On the eastern flank, the fire continued to burn actively but no major growth. Crews in that area will monitor 
the fire’s edge above Peppermint Ranch and US Forest Service Work Center. Protection for Ponderosa remains 
a priority. Structural protection groups have been deployed to protect the Johnsondale, Ponderosa, and Camp 
Nelson communities. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SequoiaNF/


 

 
 

Today will see calmer weather conditions and RH (relative humidity) recovery. Temperatures have cooled to 
75-80 degrees with 4-8 mph winds from the west/southwest and gusts up to 14 mph.  
 
Tomorrow morning CIIMT 5 will be taking over management of the Windy Fire at 0700 for the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs on behalf of the Tule River Indian Tribe, the Sequoia National Forest and Tulare County Fire 
Department 
 
 
Road Closures   

• M50 at Tyler Creek (Parker Pass Rd, California Hot Springs Rd.) 
• Hwy 190 at Wishon cutoff. 
• M99 is closed north of McNally’s Fairview Lodge at 7300 Kern River Highway, north towards Sherman 

Pass. 
  
 Evacuation ORDERS: 

• Camp Nelson and surrounding communities 
• Johnsondale and Camp Whitsett, including M107 at Dome Rock, east to Lloyd Meadow Road (22S82), 

south to M99 at Sherman Pass Road, west to M107 and M50. 
• Ponderosa and Quaking Aspen. The warning area includes M107 at Dome Rock, north to HWY 

190/M90 at North Road (21S50), east to Route 21S05, at Needles Trail, south to Lloyd Meadow at 
Lower Peppermint Road (22S82). Should you choose to evacuate now, avoid all road closures, and use 
HWY 190 to Porterville. 
 

A temporary evacuation center is in place at Porterville College on 100 E. College Ave. Individuals needing 
assistance with evacuating may call 2-1-1. Older individuals (60+) who need assistance with evacuation or 
information may call the senior hotline at 1-800-321-2462. Visit https://tularecounty.ca.gov/emergencies/ or call 
2-1-1 for more information. Large animals can be sheltered at the International Agri-Center, located at 4500 S. 
Laspina St., Tulare, CA.  
  
Sequoia National Forest Closures: Please refer to https://www.fs.usda.gov/sequoia for more information and a 
map of the closed areas. 
 
Hunting in the Sequoia National Forest is possible outside of Forest Closure areas.  Please refer to the link 
above for the closure areas to avoid. Please note that Sherman Pass road is closed to Blackrock. 
 
Emergency Notification Alerts:  Tulare County residents can sign up to receive county emergency 
notifications by registering at AlertTC.com. 
 
Smoke Advisory:  Information about smoke in areas surrounding the Windy Fire is posted on Inciweb. 
 
MEDIA:  Please check in with Information (559) 214-1260 (8am-8pm) for field conditions and advisories. 
 

https://tularecounty.ca.gov/emergencies/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sequoia
https://alerttc.com/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7841/

